
A message from our Superintendent, Dr. Lou Gates… 

   I watched, first with delight, that the garden my wife 

Debi planted last spring stood green against the re-

cent night of record-setting cold which gripped the Ba-

sin and dropped the mercury to the low 20s.  As the 

day progressed, I watched, dismayed, as the frozen 

green plants thawed, seemingly losing their will to 

stand, and fall into blackened clumps on the soil that 

nursed their very life. 

     The unexpected cold reminded me that our winter 

will bring wintery road conditions.  Soon Gary Jacob-

son, our transportation supervisor (which is one of his 

many hats), and I will get up long before dawn and 

check road conditions.  Our wintery crystal ball sug-

gests that we will have some two-hour delayed school 

starts or, possibly, closures due to ice, snow or other 

inclement conditions.  As needed, Gary and I will make 

the decision by about 6:00am. 

    Following our decision to delay the start or close  

our schools, we will notify the media.  While we notify 

several media centers, tune to one that frequently an-

nounces road conditions and school delays and clo-

sures. We recommend KONA 610 AM or 105.3 FM or 

KNDU TV, channel 25. 

     We will also place a scrolling message on our web-

page, www.csd400.org that announces the change of 

our regular start time, much like the messages that we 

post when we double afternoon bus routes.  We en-

courage you to log onto our webpage each wintery 

morning and afternoon.  This will reduce busy signals 

that you might receive in trying to call our friendly of-

fice managers in our schools or the transportation de-

partment on these busy wintery mornings.  Thus, mark 

csd400.org as one of your favorites and review it any 

morning that you question the road conditions and 

school delays or closures. 

     Finally, as we move through the month of Novem-

ber, we wish the happiest of Thanksgiving seasons to 

you and yours! 

Dr. Lou Gates, Superintendent 

All migrant and bilingual families are 
invited to attend the Parent Advisory 
Council (PAC) meeting on Novem-
ber 3, 2009 at 6:30 pm in the Colum-
bia Middle School Library.   

Coats for Kids 

Columbia High School's Honor Society is again 

collecting clean, gently used coats for the up-

coming winter season.  Community members are 

encouraged to donate their unneeded coats and 

jackets to help keep local kids warm this winter.  

You may drop your donation off at our local post 

office or at any of our three schools.  You may 

also contact Judy Caldwell, the Honor Society 

Advisor, at 545-8573 (ext. 301) to arrange for a 

pick-up. 

Band Boosters     

     All parents are invited to 
join the Band Boosters. 
The CSD Band Boosters 
meet on the first Thursday 
of every month. Our next 

meeting is scheduled for November 
5th at 7:00 p.m., in the high school 
band room. Please join us, we are 
always looking for new members! 

     For more information, please 
contact Nicole Powers at 546-9385. 

Blood Drive 

     The National Honor Society and the 

American Red Cross are sponsoring a 

blood drive on Thursday, November 12th, 

from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM in the CHS gym. 

To schedule an appointment to donate 

blood, please contact Judy Caldwell at 545-

8573, extension 301.  

 SENIOR PARENT MEETINGS 

     The purpose of senior parent meetings are to 
plan and execute fundraising events to raise 
money to provide a safe, fun, after graduation 
party for our Seniors.  Please join us on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm in the CHS 
library on November 4th and 18th and Decem-
ber 2nd and 16th. 

     If you would like to receive meeting minutes, 
send your request to reflexwallison@gmail.com. 

     Senior parents will be serving dinner at the 
last home football game against Royal on Oct. 
30th, and it is also Senior Night.  Please come 
and help out if you can. We’d love to see you 
there! 

Cheerleading News 
     The CHS cheerleaders thank everyone for 

their generous donations and for attending the 

bonfire and tailgate party during homecoming 

week.  A great time was had by all! 

     The CHS cheerleaders will be selling 

cookie in a jar mix.  They will have chocolate 

chip cookie, sugar cookie and brownie mix 

available.  These make great gifts for teach-

ers, staff, secret santa and kids.   The cost is 

$6 per jar.  They also have stadium seats 

cushions available for $20 each. Please call 

Dian Humphreys to place your order at 544-

7778. 

Grange Breakfast 

 The Burbank Grange is serving 

delicious breakfast the first four 

Sundays in November from 8:00 

AM to 12:00 PM.  Please join them! 

The 21st Century Grant program is run-

ning again this year. We have a won-

derful staff and some great classes for 

middle school students.  The biggest 

challenge for the program this year is 

the transportation home of our students. 

We are in need of a second bus driver 

who could commit to driving the second 

bus route the rest of the year. Currently 

we are rotating transportation home be-

tween the two routes so students can 

only attend classes every other week. If 

you have the proper bus driving creden-

tials and are interested, please contact 

Nancy Bulman at 545-8571 (ext. 270) or 

her cell at 531-9000. 

Club Volleyball      
    It's that time of year again to start thinking 

about club volleyball! Our local club team, 

Club Mojo will have two 12U teams and one 

14U team.  The goal is to have nine girls per 

team, and each girl will receive a lot of play-

ing time & instruction.   Tryouts will be held 

on Sunday Nov.1st  in the high school gym 

from 1:00 pm -2:30 pm for 12U, and from 

3:00 pm—4:30 pm for 14U. The try out fee is 

$10 and once accepted the cost to partici-

pate will be $250 (pending the league does 

not raise their rates).   For tryouts, please 

bring your shoes, kneepads, tryout fee, a 

volleyball ( if you have one ), listening ears, a 

smile and a great attitude.  For more infor-

mation please contact Jolene Calzadillas at 

845-6802. 

Silent Auction 
     The annual Coyote Boosters Silent Auction 

will be held on Friday, December 4, 2009 dur-

ing the home basketball game against Lind-

Ritzville.  The funds generated from the auction 

help support student scholarships as well as 

other student activities. If you have something 

you would like to donate for the auction, please 

contact Margo Roberts at 547-2136.  There will 

be some fun items that will make great Christ-

mas gifts!  Mark your calendars and don’t for-

get to come bid during the game! 

mailto:reflexwallison@gmail.com


Columbia School 

District News 

 

 

School Board Meeting 

 

 

 

November 23, 2009 

Administration Building Board Room 

AGENDA 

Open Session:  7:00 PM—9:00 PM 

     New Business 

         Teaching Assignment Waiver 

     Reports & Discussions 

         Enrollment/Financial Status 

         Running Start 

         Wallula School Facility 

   Future Meeting Dates—7:00 PM 

December 14, 2009 
For a complete list of agenda items, please check the  

Tri-City  Herald or the Walla Walla Union Bulletin the 

Sunday prior to the meeting. 

October 31, 2009   Volume 09/10 Issue 3 

Expect the best, and prepare for the world! 

Columbia School District #400  

755 Maple Street  

Burbank, WA   99323  

 
Administration      (509) 547 -2136  

Elementary School      (509) 547 -9393  

Middle School          (509) 545 -8571  

High School       (509) 545 -8573  

Transportation      (509) 380 -0145  

  

 

www.csd400.org  
 

Columbia School District is an equal opportunity employer.  
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Senior Citizen 

Lunches  

     All Burbank senior 

citizens (anyone over 

60 years of age) are invited to enjoy 

lunch every Tuesday and Wednes-

day during the school year at the 

Burbank Grange Hall at 11:30 AM.  

Come visit, eat and make new 

friends!  A $3 donation is requested. 
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CHS Open House 
     All high school students and parents 

are invited to the Columbia High School 

Open House on Thursday, November 5th 

from 6 pm to 8 pm. Come enjoy free chili 

and cornbread served by our National 

Honor Society and then walk through 

classrooms and get a quick glimpse at 

what our students are working on this 

school year! At 6:30 pm, Ardith Eakin, our 

Student Services Coordinator, will do a 

presentation on graduation requirements 

and the High School and Beyond plan in 

the auditorium. At 7:00 pm Cheryl Holden, 

director of the high school programs at 

CBC, will do a presentation on the Run-

ning Start program and other options avail-

able at CBC.  We hope you can join us! 

Fall Carnival 
     Make plans to attend the Fall Carnival, 

sponsored by the Elementary PTO on 

Saturnday, October 31, 2009.  The carni-

val will be held from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM 

in the middle school gym.  There will be 

games, prizes, raffles, booths, dinner and 

costume contests for all ages. 

Middle School Library News 

The Columbia Middle School Library re-

cently received the George T. Welch 

Community Trust Grant for the amount of 

$817.00. The purpose of the grant is to 

challenge students to read more by pur-

chasing additional copies of books from 

the Young Readers Choice Award and the 

Sasquatch Reading Award  2010 lists. 

Both year long reading events encourage 

Northwest students to read two or more 

titles, then  vote for their favorite book in 

the spring. The additional copies have 

been ordered and will be in the MS Library 

soon. 


